Brief Record Note of the 6th meeting of National Transport Development Policy Committee (NTDPC) held on 28.10.2010 at Metro Bhawan, New Delhi.
The list of participants is annexed (Annex 1).
2.
At the outset, the Member-Secretary, National Transport Development Policy Committee (NTDPC) informed the Committee about Dr. Rakesh Mohan’s absence because of a medical emergency in his family and thanked Shri K.L. Thapar for chairing the meeting on his behalf. The Chairman mentioned the following matters to be discussed in the meeting:

(a) Presentation by the Ministry of Railways
(b) Work progress of Working Groups
3. Presentation by Ministry of Railways

The representatives of Ministry of Railways made a presentation on the Indian Railways sector. A copy of the presentation is annexed (Annex 2). The presentation covered the following major items:
(a) Size and assets of Indian Railways
(b) Growth of railways
(c) Features of passenger and freight traffic handled
(d) New initiatives (projects, partnerships and reforms) undertaken or planned
(e) 2020 vision of Indian Railways
(f) Challenges faced by Indian Railways
The following suggestions/ observations were made by the Members of the Committee:

(a) Information should be provided on the breakup of the shelf of projects on hand, divided between operational and social purposes.
(b) Information should be provided on the available useful life and vintage of various assets of the railways.
(c) Any growth projections in traffic or capacity should ensure that current overcrowding of trains is not replicated in future.
(d) The Working Group on Railways should analyze how many people are denied reservation annually in trains due to capacity constraints. 

(e) Improvement of railway stations and approach to stations, should be considered to provide better experience to passengers.
(f) Human Resource development should be given importance and creation of research departments with non-transferable staff should be seriously considered.
(g) Energy, emissions and water usage by railways should be studied for the complete cycle from mine-to-wheel (including construction, maintenance and operation) for railways.
(h) Solutions should be suggested for improving project execution capabilities and technology transfer in the sector.

(i) The Indian railways have reached a saturation point where increasing capacity now requires new railway lines to be built or reconsideration of capacity constraints of existing lines. The Working Group should thus study the infringements on the envelope of operational limits of railway lines and what needs to be done to remove the same. 

(j) Providing adequate rail connectivity for all major coalfields should be given serious consideration to meet power requirements of the country.

(k) Capacity buildup targets should be separated out from track renewal targets.

(l) The Working Group should compare the organization structure of Indian Railways with that of China Railways and highlight any lessons to be learnt.

(m) A study should be conducted to compare the viability of pipeline transport compared to railways and another to compare the viability of transporting coal compared to transporting electricity.

4. Progress of Working Groups

The representatives of each Working Group mentioned the work progress of their respective groups. The main highlights were noted:
(a) Working Group on Railways has formed Sub-Groups which have started working.
(b) Working Group on Urban Transport has formed Sub-Groups. 
(c) Working Group on Civil Aviation has formed Sub-Groups, which will meet shortly and begin work.
(d) Working Group on Roads has formed Sub-Groups.
(e) Working Group on Ports and Shipping has formed Sub-Groups.

The following decisions were made:
(a) All Sub-Groups formed by each Working Group to notify the Committee of their meetings.
(b) Each Working Group to send a note to the Committee Secretariat on the work progress and Sub-Group composition.
